
Final meeting cancelled due to Coronavirus 

 

 

 

The final meeting in Hamm -  our school was absolutely thrilled to welcome our partners in 

March 2020. The students were thrilled to meet their guests, an interesting program had been 

set up with trips to the cities of Münster, Cologne and Dortmund; workshops had been planned. 

Many of our guests wanted to see Signal Iduna Park, the famous football stadium of Borussia 

Dortmund, the German premier league football club “right around the corner” of Hamm. 

Host families were prepared to welcome their guests, some knew their guests already because 

the students had linked up in a previous meeting and had become close friends. 

Our school had just put up the welcoming poster at the entrance when all of a sudden 

everything changed …  

The first official cancellation of the trip to Germany reached us from Greece, three weeks 

before the meeting. Our friends were not allowed to travel because Germany, and North Rhine-

Westphalia in particular, had been classified as an official risk area for Coronavirus infections. 

Still, we did not want to give up so easily and hoped to be able to host the meeting even if 

some partners would not be able to make it. 

Yet, one after the other followed suit, and eventually, none of our partners was allowed to travel 

until finally also the German government put the whole country under lockdown and we had to 

officially cancel the whole meeting after all. 

As a last resort we contacted the national agency and asked for a postponement until the 

situation would have improved, but in vain – we had reached the maximum time for the three-

year project and there was no room for further extension.  

There are no words to express our deep regret over not being able to finalize the project with 

a meeting that properly closes the enriching experiences we have had in the past three years. 

Still, we fondly cherish our memories of previous meetings and the incredible hospitability that 

we were fortunate enough to enjoy among old and new friends abroad. Who knows, maybe 

we will be lucky enough to join our old friends again and make new friends in another Erasmus 

project – AFTER Corona. 


